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SW 224 An Environnental Soci ol ogy
Materialism |deol ogy and Pragmati sm

Cour se Description:

Thi s course opens the discussion of the relationships and
conflicts of society’'s perception of the built and natura

| andscape. It crosses the intersection of technology and industry
and their resulting social problens. The study of society

i ncl udes the phenonena of equity and inequality that beset humans
and the living and non-Iliving conponents that we experience
daily. The act of consunption and the econony of technol ogy, over
time, inpact human popul ations, nold our social experiences, and
informthe actions that determ ne the physical environment in
which we live. Ideologies, cultural, noral and ethical values
present risk and know edge that hone the attitudes and actions

Wi thin our human conmmunities. Hunmans, often being pragmatic,
ultinmately learn to nmediate conflicts (environnental, social
cultural, economic and political) in order to perpetuate the
institutions and social dynamics of our civilization.

Book( s)

Bell, Mchael Mayerfeld. 2004. An Invitation to Environnmenta
Soci ol ogy. 2" Ed. Pine Forge Press and

Bucki ngham Susan and M ke Turner, 2008. Under st andi ng

Envi ronmental |ssues. Sage Publications Ltd

Conpet ences
S-3-E Can describe how scientific or technol ogi cal know edge
af fects perspectives on the rel ationshi ps between hunans and nature

S-1-B Can use public or private institutions as resources for
| ear ni ng sci ence.

S-3-C Can understand the scientific and soci al di nensi ons of an
envi ronnent al issue.

H 1-E Can explain the concept, function, and expression of culture
and illustrate the explanation with one or nore cultures.



Cour se Schedul e

Week One

An I ntroduction; environnmental problens and society.
Sustainability and environnental justice

The history of environnental concern

Roman, G eek and Chi nese ideol ogi es of environmentalism
Contenporary environnentalismand the social elites
Denocracy and environnental i sm

Week Two

Human consunption, basic needs and affl uence

A leisure class

Goods and adverti sing

Consunption and the human footprint, our built environnent
Econom cs and | ndustrialization

The escal ating cycle of production and consunption and the i npact
on the | andscape

Technol ogy and social structure

Conveni ence and phenonenol ogy

Culture v politics

Week Three

Popul ati on grow h and food distribution paradi gns

Mal t husi an argunent s

d obal devel opnent and under - devel opnent

The perspective of inequality

Sci ence, technology and a continued popul ation growh or the
anti- Ml t husi an effect

The role of women in social and urban devel opnent

Week Four
G oup Presentations on the inpact of consunption and the physi cal
formof cities

Week Five
Heal th and environnmental injustice
Envi ronnmental racism



Cor porate power and justice novenents, where and why
CGender and environnental domi nation

The ecol ogy of patriarchy and urban devel opnent

Gender differences and the ideal of nature

Eco-fem nismand politics

Ri sk assessnent

Cultural factors, rational risk and choice: jobs v health
The sociol ogy of disaster and accidents

Ri sk and denocracy

Week Six

Christianity and environnental doni nation

The parallels of Protestantism and capitalism
Christianity, science and technol ogy

Green Christianity (Creationists for Care)
Non- west ern phi | osophi es and the environnent

I ndi vi dual i sm and environnental dom nation
The self and the comunity- a bal anci ng act

Week Seven

The contradictions of nature/natura

Nature as a social construct, a historical perspective
Nat ure, biology, scientific racism

The wi |l derness ideal and ecotourism

Envi ronnent al i sm and soci al excl usi on

Week Ei ght

The organi zation of an ecol ogi cal society

Loss of the commobns and origins of the private
Col l ective action and solidarity novenents

The ‘local’ novenent and community reorgani zation
New ur bani sm and smart growth

After thoughts...

Weeks N ne and Ten
I ndi vi dual student final presentations
Topi ¢ of choice

Denonstrati on of Conpetence
Witten work (student required assighments)

Envi ronental marketing .

Review print, TV, radio and internet ads. Make a val ue judgnent
as to their efficacy, believability or ability to change one’s
actions or attitudes vis-a-vis the |andscape/ environment.



The Anerican perspective of work.

Note the difference in perception of what classifies work,
physical versus intellectual. What are the cultural inpacts of
this universal or regional attitude?. How does this foster
racism social hierarchy, segregation and urban tension?

Rel i gi on/ phi | osophy and the environnent.

Wi ch belief systembest inforns community devel opnment in Western
soci ety? What connection is there to Arerican communities and

gl obal comrunities in positivel/negative ways? Wat rol e does
localismplay in this discussion?

Denocracy, socialism totalitarianismand theocracy.

Whi ch of these political nodels best serves environnmental justice
i deal s? What role does capitalismplay in protecting/degrading of
our comunities? How does the ideal of the commons relate to
smart growth, free trade and gl obal solidarity novenents?

Oral presentation

G oup project.

Choose a city, Anerican or foreign. Look at its global standing
and revi ew how consunpti on and or production of goods and

servi ces has inpacted the social, political and environnent al
arrangenent of its people and physical |andscape.

What is its current environmental status?

Fi nal presentation
Topic of student’s choice. An in-depth research presentation
relating to any facet discussed or ancillary to the class.

G adi ng
Each student will receive a letter grade, unless pass/fail is
requested. You cannot switch from one to another depending on the
outcome of the course. Pass/fail must be elected at the beginning of
the term

Unexcused absences or late work will result in a lower letter grade.
Skills:

e To reach your goals in fulfilling your chosen conpetencies.

e To beconme aware of your environment, its inpact on you and your

i npact on the environnent, both locally and on a gl obal scale.

e To be able to articulate and understand natural processes, cycles
and concepts.

e To discuss rationally, based on factual material, controversial
envi ronnent al issues.

e To make the best choices with your consumer dollars, votes and
habits with regard to your environnent, as an infornmed gl oba
citizen.



Lear ni ng Experience:

Readings in the text, newspapers, or journals, perusing the internet,
listening to the radio and the news, class |ectures, group discussions
and role playing will facilitate the learning process. |Incorporating
personal experience and observations with new information will set the
stage for a variety of perspectives and dinensions on these nyriad
i ssues. In depth exploration of a specific point of focus individually,
in a team research and oral presentation will fulfill a student’s
chosen conpet enci es.

At t endance:

Attendance is wusually indicative of the student’'s earnestness and
interest in the topic. Gven the short intensive period to conplete the
conpetencies, it is inperative that everyone be in class ready to
participate. If there is a problem please notify the instructor and
fellow classmates if necessary so the class is not del ayed.



