SW 212 ECOLOGY AND THE
URBAN ENVI RONIVENT

DePaul University - School for New Learning

Loop Canpus, Wnter Quarter 2009
Tuesday Eveni ngs: 6:00-9: 00 PM

| nstructor:

Nadi ne Anne Bopp M.A

Cell 773.502.5059 (Leave nessage, nane, nunber to be reached
day, evening, what school/class you are calling from speak
slowy or repeat info)

e-mai | : nbopp@ai c. edu

Cour se Descri ption

Urban Ecology is a survey course for the non-science major to enhance
your understandi ng of the ecol ogical principles and processes as they
relate to urban living. Ecology is sinply the study of organi sns and
their surroundings. Mst urbanites are unaware of the connection between
their livelihood, quality of life and their dependence on the processes
and cycles of the natural world. You will begin to understand these
conpl exities and connecti ons between the eco-shpere and the techno-
sphere that we as humans depend upon.

For those of us living in urban areas, many of the processes that
explain the rel ationshi ps between plants, aninmals and their natura
habitats appear unfaniliar or inappropriate in a city. Uban ecol ogy
shows how t hese processes are the sanme ones that affect the urban
comuni ties humans inhabit.

Topics that explain these sinilarities on a |ocal and gl obal |evel

i ncl ude di scussi ons of biological conmunities, popul ation dynamcs,
productivity, environmental health and toxicol ogy, food, hunger,
nutrition, sustainable agriculture, pollution, waste and recycling,
nat ural resource managenent and conservation, energy resources both
conventional and sustainable, clinmate and atnospheric conditions,

ur bani zati on and sustainable cities.

Many economi ¢ and ethical decisions are made (and questioned) as to the
right or wong way to save or protect the environment. This course wll
gi ve you the framework to nake individual consuner, political and
personal choice decisions that affect your quality of life and the
quality of Iife of others in distant |ands. Awareness is the key to a
sust ai nabl e future

TEXT: Envi ronmental Science, A dobal Concern. Cunni ngham
and Sai go. 2000. Wn C Brown Publishers



Purchase a used book from ADDALL. com or some ot her

booksel l er online, or get it fromyour public library 10"
ed to 8" edition

No book at bookstore!

Course Focus: Urban Ecology is a survey course for the non-science major
to enhance your understandi ng of the ecol ogical principles and processes
as they relate to an urban dweller. Ecology is sinply the study of

organi sms and their surroundi ngs. Most urbanites are unaware of the
connection between their livelihood, quality of Iife and their
dependence on the processes and cycles of the natural world. You wll
begin to understand these conplexities and connections between the
ecoshpere and the technosphere that we as hunans depend upon. |ssues

di scussed are environnmental, physical, social, political, cultural and
behavi or al

Skills:
e To reach your goals in fulfilling your chosen conpetencies
e To beconme aware of your environment, its inmpact on you and your

i npact on the environment, both locally and on a gl obal scale.

e To be able to articulate and understand natural processes, cycles and
concepts.

e To discuss rationally, based on factual material, controversial
envi ronment al i ssues.

e To make the best choices with your consumer dollars, votes and habits
with regard to your environnent, as an informed citizen.

e To be able to use advances in the technosphere that are in tune with
the ecosphere

COVPETENCI ES:

S-4 S-1-A S-2-D or negoti ated conpetence

Lear ni ng Experi ence:

Readings in the text, newspapers, or journals, perusing the internet
listening to the radio and the news, class |ectures, group discussions
and role playing will facilitate the |earning process. |ncorporating
personal experience and observations with new information will set the
stage for a variety of perspectives and dinmensions on these nyriad
i ssues. In depth exploration of a specific point of focus individually,
in a team research and oral presentation will fulfill a student’s
chosen conpet enci es.

At t endance:

Attendance is wusually indicative of the student’s earnestness and
interest in the topic. Gven the short intensive period to conplete the
competencies, it is inperative that everyone be in class ready to



participate. If there is a problem please notify the instructor and
fellow classnates if necessary so the class is not del ayed.

Denonstrati on of Conpetence:

Cour se Requi renents:

e attendance at all classes
e participation in class discussion

e environnental essay/observation, (as long as it needs to be) to
denmonstrate your awareness and understanding of the issues and their
i npact locally, regionally and globally. (3 total) Document all info
with references, different topic each essay. Each essay to be a
different topic

e panphlet/poster on an environmental topic to raise awareness,
education or a call to action (can be sane topic as research)

e conceptual plan for environmental city, in-class group project
e oral presentation of research with References (10 m nutes)

Criteria for Assessnment:

Each student will wite an assessnment of their achievenents at the end
of the quarter. | will review your work and your assessnent to determne
you | evel of | earning.

Completion of the assignnents and a denonstrated understanding of
ecol ogical principles along with the ability to comunicate them in

various contexts: oral (class discussion, presentation), witten
(annotated bibliography and weekly essay) and visually (environnental
city) will fulfill the conmpetences for this class.

Gr adi ng:

Each student will receive a letter grade, unless pass/fail is requested

You cannot switch from one to another depending on the outcone of the
course. Pass/fail nust be elected at the beginning of the term

Unexcused absences or late work will result in a lower letter grade.

VEEEKLY ASSI GNMENTS

Week one: 6 Jan

Introduction to ecol ogy and ecol ogi cal principles.
Film The Planet Nei ghborhood or

An | nconveni ent Truth

Week two: 13 Jan Chapters: 1, 2, 24
Env history, ethics and | aw

Film NAFTA chapter 11

Paper one Due



Week three: 20 Jan Chapter 23
Env econom cs

Addi tional reading:

Har per’s Apr 2002, p 13-20

The | dea of a Local Econony

Film Waste=Food

Week four: 27 Jan Chapter 6, 7, 8, 9
, 10

Popul ati on, pesticides

Sust ai nabl e agri culture, food, hunger and

Nutrition

Paper two Due.

Week five: 3 Feb

Pollution, air, water, waste stream Chapters: 16, 18,
17, 21

Envi ronnmental heal th

Week six: 10 Feb

Energy issues: fossil fuels and alternative Chapt ers:
19, 20, 15

renewabl e resources. Cimte

Film The End of Suburbia

Paper three Due

Week seven: 17 Feb

Ur bani zati on. Soci al and

envi ronnent al precepts. Chapters: 22, 25
Film Is America Ugly?

Week eight: 24 Feb

In class (group) project:

Conceptual design of a sustainable city
Pamphl et/ Post er due

Weeks ni ne and ten: 3 and 10 Mar
Ten minute oral presentations of research topic
Subnit self assessnent

Qut si de Readi ng List of Authors:

Edwar d Abbey Carl Hi aason Barry
Conmmoner
Koran, Buil ding Laws Jane Jacobs Le Corbousi er



Jereny Rifkin Rachel Carson Ri chard

Leaky
Kevi n Lynch WIIliam Wyte Pl at o
Paul Kennedy Ral ph Nader Dr. Andrew Wi

| nstructor Bio:

Bopp is a |l andscape architect/environnental planner. She has a

bachel or’s degree in Ecology, an M in Recreation and Parks

Admi nistration and an MLA in Landscape Architecture. She has lived and
worked in Southern California, St Louis, Baton Rouge and New Ol eans.

Bopp al so teaches science, social science and architecture part-tine at
Col unbi a Coll ege , The School of the Art Institute and Harrington Schoo
of Design. Bopp recently conpleted a 4-year grant position for the
Forest Preserve District of Cook County witing an Ecosystem Managenent
Plan for the District’s 67,700 acre natural resource. And al so worked at
the Chicago Park district nanagi ng 124 parks on the city’'s south side.

Wth regard to conmunity service, Bopp was a Board Menber of the Chicago
Chapter of the US Green Building Council. This organization is involved
in pronoting sustainable design and architecture throughout the netro
region.

Asi de from working, Bopp spends tine doing photography of industria
sites, architecture, |andscapes and typical urban situations. She has
been involved in conmunity affairs such as her al derman’s Parking Task
Force, the Creative Re-Use Warehouse. She is also the coordinator for
Chi cago’s Greenside Map. (See www. greenmap.org for nore info or to

vol unt eer)
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